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A SPECIAL

RELATIONSHIP

A brief exhibition in Paris revealed how French collectors developed
a taste for antique Ottoman art through the 20th century.

THIS VERY BRIEF EXHIBITION was held at
Galerje Charpenties, Sotheby’s Paris headquarters,
for just six days (19-23 Seprember 2oul, tdmed
o coincide with the presence In the cicy of the
worlds keading experts on Ouwoman art whe
were attending the 14th International Congress
from 19-21 Sepiember.

could see almost a hundred of the best pieces

of Ouoman art in France. all of which would

not normally be on public view.
The brief vexus in the ng
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thas all Middle Eastern art was derived from
Arab and thence Egyptian art.

This exhibition was thus not only a chance
1o show how appreciation has advanced since
then. but also wo reveal the wreasures that
French collectors acguired over the course of
the 20th century, when Paris became the
centre of the art trade and the spechal relation-
ship between France and Turkey allowed for
increased travel to Istanbul at time of
Theightened fascination with “Orientalist’
culture. At the centre of the market were
celebrated dealers such as Dikran Kelekian and

Hakky Bey, whose apartment is shown In all its
lendour in an archival picture in

catalogue reveal how appreclation of Turkish
art developed into connolsseurship over the
course of the 20th century. In the late igth
century and the earty zoth, Turkish art had
been regarded as an insigniScant aspect of
Oriental art. and It was even being debated
whether there was such a thing as Turkish arc.
Indeed a review in a Parls journal of the first
exhibition of Muslim artat the Palals des

Champs-Elysdes schosd the widely held belief

the catabogue.

As one might rightly expect. the wextile
coneent of the show was particularly strong .
although the lack of any carpets and nags was 3
lirle surprising.
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